[The oncology patient in emergencies. Epidemiological data].
Oncology patients do not form a large proportion within the overall figures of an emergency service, but their clinical characteristics mean that attending to them is often complex. The elaboration of a complete clinical history, specifying the characteristics and stage of the tumoural disease, is a basic weapon for taking decisions when an emergency arises. According to the data from our centre, oncology patients account for 5% of the total of emergency cases. The most frequent type of tumour that we deal with is pulmonary, followed by breast and colon. It is often the case that these patients come to the emergency department several times in the same month and pain is the most frequent reason for consultation, although it is normal for them to mention several causes on each occasion. In a high percentage of cases the reason for the consultation is related to the disease itself, but on as many as 35% of occasions it is an intercurrent pathology. The index of admissions is high (around 50%), especially if the patient has come for a reason related to the disease. In global terms, they account for 14% of total admissions from emergencies.